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The 500' anniversary of Calvin's birth gave rise to a virtual tsunami of books, articles, Festschriften, 
conferences, and gatherings. Scholars of Calvin were treated to a number of things which doubtless 
brought both joy and satisfaction. The present collection of essays is among the very best of all 
volumes I've seen commemorating the event. 

Most variegated volumes such as the one at hand have contents which run the gamut from very 
good to nominally good to mildly good to fairly poor to really poor. Essays brilliant and boring 
oftentimes occupy the same space between covers. This volume is different in that respect because 
each essay really is quite engaging, very well written, and masterfully edited. It even contains color 
photographs! This is something quite rare these days in such volumes. 

Essays include 

Berne und die Reformation in Genf- Martin Sallmann 

Die reformierten Kirchen in Europa- Heinrich Schmidt 

Calvin und die Taufer- Zur Entstehung der Brieve Instruction 1544- Hans Rudolf Lavater 

Calvin und Castellio: Eine theologische Kontroverse anldsslich der Hinrichtung von Michel Servet- 

Maurice Baumann 
Calvin und die Frauen- die Frauen Calvins ... ^wischen Irritation und Bewunderung- Isabelle 

Graeslle 
Derfran^osische Sinspsalter aus Genf: Aspekte %ur Entstehung, %ur bedeutung und ^um 

Forschungsstand- Andreas Marti 
Der Dekalog in Calvins Ethik- Andreas Wagner 

Die Bergpredigt und Calvin: Ein wirkungsgeschichtlicher Versuch- Moises Mayordomo 
Zu Calvins Eehre von der doppelten Pradestination- J. Christine Janowski 



Cabins Wirtschaftsetkik — Wolfgang Lienemann 

Gemeinsamkeiten und Unterschiede ^wischen der katholischen und calvinistischen Weltmission der 

Friihen Neurit- Mariano Delgado 
Cabin-Fektiiren in Siidafrika- Christine Lienemann-Perrin 

The volume is the result of a conference held at the University of Bern sponsored by the Swiss 
Evangelical 'Kirchenbund' (SEK). 

Nicht die internationalen Spezialisten fur die Genfer Reformation wurden angefragt, 
sondern die Vertreterinnen und Vertreter der unterschiedliche Fachbereich der 
Berner Theologischen Fakultat sollten das Thema Johannes Calvin aufnehmen und 
aus ihrer Perspektive behandeln (p. 9). 

The contributors do their honoree (Calvin) proud. The range of materials is quite broad as a glance 
at the contents demonstrates. Most engaging to the present reviewer, and most of interest because 
of his personal proclivities, are these essays: 

Calvin und die Frauen- die Frauen Cabins ... ^wischen Irritation und Bewunderung- Isabelle 
Graeslle 



and 



Zu Cabins Fehre von der doppelten Pradestination- J. Christine Janowski. 



Calvin's relationship to the various women in his life is descriptively investigated in Graessle's piece 
where she begins by setting the historical stage and then moving to discuss the interrelations of 
Calvin with his mother, his wife, his female foes, and his female supporters. Such investigations 
help us to see Calvin from a different perspective than we normally do. As G. notes 

In der Tat, die jahrhundertalte Kritik kannte einen cholerischen, verbitterten, 
witzigen, zynischen Calvin, aber bier lasst sich ein zartlicher Calvin entdecken (p. 

155). 

In fact, the entire volume achieves precisely the same thing: here Calvin is seen in a different light. 
Not in every case a new light, but always in a different light. Not only is Calvin himself freshly seen 
but the influence of Calvin is also freshly appreciated. 

But he is not adored or idolized and the essays collected here are not simply hagiography. Quite the 
contrary; in some instances Calvin is critiqued quite forcefully, as in the essay by Janowski. 

In that essay Janowski describes Calvin's doctrine as found in the 1559 Institutes (particularly 
111,21,5); the history of the doctrine; Calvin's supralapsarianism; and then offers an attempt to 
understand Calvin's doctrine in its historical context (which is of course absolutely essential). And 
after all of that, the conclusion to the piece is so fantastic it has to be repeated here: 

Damit sind nicht alle Katzen grau gemacht. Denn man wird sich endlich auch davon 
losen mussen, die Absage an einen (eschatologischen) Dualismus prinzipiell mit 
einen geschichtsnihilistichen Monismus zu verbinden. Tertium datur (p. 234). 



Readers of this volume will appreciate the whole. 
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